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For the purpose of making calculations
you can consider 6 lb. of uncooked potatoes, or 4 lb. cooked potatoes, will replace
1 lb. of wheat. On present prices this
makes potatoes most attractive. Cooking
potatoes is well worth while as it increases
their value by half, particularly for
younger pigs, and eliminates any risk of
poisoning if green colouring is present in
the potatoes.
Other useful home grown foods include
pumpkins and pie-melons, which grow
readily and can replace much of the grain
ration for sows and store pigs.
Some of these feeds, because of their
bulk, cannot be consumed by pigs in sufficient quantity for maximum growth.

Nevertheless even if they slow down the
growth rate slightly they will be profitable
at times like the present.
Earlier Marketing
The trade prefers light baconers to
heavier animals, and it is a bad mistake
to keep baconers beyond 140 lb. carcass
weight when prices are low.
You should remember that food consumption is much higher in older pigs,
being approximately one pound of grain
a day for each month of age.
By selling early you obtain more per
pound for your product and also produce
it more economically.

Records Show State of the Business
By P. C. BECK, Technician, Dairying Division
TTOW many pig raisers have even a rough idea of their margin of profit from pigs?
Even in the present time of low returns,
the answer is obviously "far too few".
The main reason for this is that records
are rarely efficiently compiled and maintained, and are therefore difficult to interpret.
But any businessman keeps
proper records of his business, so why not
the pig raiser?
A carefully maintained, accurate system
of record keeping is essential to allow the
pig raiser to make a worthwhile assessment of the state of his business.
Pig keeping records must take note of
every aspect of the enterprise.
Important records are those indicating
the performance of the breeding stock,
growth rate of pigs, and cost of feeding,
based on approximate daily consumption.

figure. Among other things, it allows the
cost of production (per pound) to be related to the return per pound on a liveweight basis, when the pig is marketed.
Calculating these figures is not difficult;
it involves the use of a set of weighing
scales, some elementary mathematics and
up to date records. The only cash outlay
is for the purchase of scales, which are a
good investment for the serious pig
raiser.

Other Costs
Unfortunately the cost of production
does not end with feed costs. One must
also consider labour costs, interest and
depreciation on the value of property,
buildings and vehicles the expense of running and maintaining the vehicles and
Feed Costs
From feed consumption and growth rate finally the costs of marketing, that is,
figures a food conversion ratio can be agent's commission, yarding fees, swine
calculated which will give the approximate levies and transport of stock to market.
amount of food consumed for each pound
Finally, the expense of feeding and
of liveweight gain. This is an important maintaining breeding animals must be
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debited against the return of stock
marketed.
Obviously the use of an efficient recording system is the only means of determining the many cost factors involved in pig
production and so obtaining a reasonably
accurate estimate of profit levels at any
given period.
Records need not be complicated in
nature nor difficult to keep up to date.
For ease in making entries, books should
be divided into categories which embrace
all aspects of the breeding performance of
sows and boars.
Breeding dates, farrowing dates, Utter
numbers and weaning particulars must be
kept, including provision for details of the
individual weights of pigs in the litter up

to marketing, and the approximate feed
consumption.
A complete inventory of purchased
feedstuffs and an estimate of the value of
home grown materials is a most important
part of the records and must be kept in
a thorough manner.
Labour costs, interest and depreciation
particulars and sundry items such as rates
and medicinal requirements may be kept
separately.
Finally, complete details of marketing
must be compiled so that final calculations
of production costs may be made.
Only through the efficient use of records
will the pig raiser have a reasonable
assessment of the manner in which he is
conducting his business.

Since the New South Wales Department of Agriculture began its swine fever
eradication campaign in May, 1961, 88 outbreaks have been reported, involving 12,851
pigs.
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